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SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 7 OCTOBER 2001 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its weekly 
news bulletin. This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and packet bulletin boards. 


Here are the headlines of today’s news: 

SARL TO ADDRESS ICASA EXECUTIVE 

REGISTER NOW TO VISIT ITU TELECOM AFRICA 2001 
ANTENNAS AND TRHE LAW 

REGISTRATION OF CQ HOU KOERS AND JOTA STATIONS 
CLUB NEWS 

PROPAGATION REPORT 

You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail. 

SARL TO ADDRESS ICASA EXECUTIVE 


Following a meeting with ICASAs CEO, the SARL has been invited to make 
a presentation at ICASAs management meeting on Friday 19 October. The 
presentation is aimed at giving ICASA management a better understanding of 
Amateur Radio and the challenges the Amateur Service faces. The presentation 
will include detailed explanations of the WRC2003 agenda items affecting am- 
ateur radio, including seeking ICASA support for the expansion of the 7MHz 
band and regulation $25. 


At the meeting with the CEO attended by ZS6ALJ and ZS6AKV, the position 
of the 5 wpm Morse code and the new regulations was discussed. Currently all 
documentation is with the Minister for signature. ICASA undertook to follow 
up with the joint ICASA/DOC liaison committee. The possibility of including 
a Radio Amateur in the delegation to WRC 2003 was also discussed. 


REGISTER NOW TO VISIT ITU TELECOM AFRICA 2001 


The International Amateur Radio Union will be exhibiting at the ITU Telecom 
Africa 2001. The theme of the exhibition is Bridging the digital Divide. The 
event will draw many representatives from governments in Africa and the worlds 
Telecommunications Industry. For Amateur Radio this is the real opportunity 
to position itself as a service that is of national importance to a country and to 
lobby governments to support Amateur Radio at the World Radio Conference 
in 2003. WRC2003 is of particular importance as the expansion of the 7 MHz 
band and the new $25 rule will be on the agenda. 


The IARU stand will focus on three themes: Disaster Communication, New 
technology in Amateur Radio and Amateur Radio as a technology education 
driver. 


The stand will be manned by Tim Ellam from Canada, Tafa Diop from Senegal 
and several SARL members. If you are interested in manning the stand, please 
send your contact details to [ARU@intekom.co.za. A pre-exhibition meeting 
will be scheduled before the event to brief all persons assisting on the IARU 
stand. 


To have a peek at what the stand will look like, visit the IARU Website at 
www.iaru-rl.org. 


Tickets to visit the exhibition which will be held from 12 16 November at Gal- 
lagher Estate in Midrand can be obtained by booking online before 10 November. 
Visit www.itu.int/africa2001. Prebooked tickets are free. Tickets at the door 
will cost R50 for a daily pass or R100 for a week pass. The exhibition will be 
open from 10:00 18:00 daily. 


ANTENNAS and THE LAW 


Remember Tim Ellam VE6SH, one of the IARU Experts, will be delivering a 
lecture on Antennas and the Law at the National Amateur Radio Centre on 
Wednesday 14 November at 18:30 for 19:00. 


Tim, joint author of the ARRL publication Amateur Radio and the Law, has 
donated an autographed copy of the book as a door prize for attendance. 


To assist with arrangements, please book your seat by sending an Email to 
armi@intekom.co.za or a fax to 012 991 5651. It will help the organisers with 
arrangements and the serving of light snacks. There is no charge for this SARL 
event. 


Tim Ellam will also participate in the Amateur Radio for Africa workshop as 
well as in the ITU Policy and Development Summit Workshop on Emergency 
Communications. 


REGISTRATION OF CQ HOU KOERS AND JOTA STATIONS 


Radio amateurs who will be partaking during October in the CQ Hou Koers and 
Jota activities when unlicencsed persons may transmit messages are reminded 
that the stations are regarded as special event stations. These amateurs are 
requested to please register their stations as educational as well as special event 
stations by completing and sending the forms on pages 26 and 29 of the July- 
August issue of Radio ZS to the SARL HQ. The forms are also available on the 
SARL website www.sarl.org.za. 


For registration as educational station it is only necessary to do it once per 
annum. Furnish your details instead of those of the club, chairman and secretary 
on the form. A form for a special event station must be submitted 7 days before 
each special event that will be paticipated in. 


More information on Jamboree on the Air is available at www.scout.org/jota 
and about Jamboree on the Internet at www.joti.org/en. 


A new approach is being followed for CQ Hou Koers, which takes place on the 
20th October. The program is diffrent and it starts at a different time from the 
past. All the information is available at www.voortrekkers.org.za/cqhoukoers/. 


This year there is a trophy for the member who accumulates the most points 
during CQ Hou Koers as well as for the radio amateur who scores the highest 
as facilitator. 


MINLINDABA 


Clubs are reminded to submit suitable dates for the holding of a mini-Indaba 
to Hans Potgieter ZS6ALJ soonest by fax or e-mail. 


SPECIAL EVENT STATION ZS6CDF 


The special event station, ZS6CDF, at the annual Cullinan Diamond 
Festivities is still on the air today. The station is active on 40, 20 ,6 and 2 metres 
from 10:00 till 17:00. The station operates on FM and SSB phone, packet radio 
and SSTV. 


CLUB NEWS 
HIWAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB ACTIVITIES 


The Hiway Amateur Radio Club (ZS5HAM) transmits programs on the local 
145,600 and 145,625 Mhz repeaters and on its UHF backbone linking Pieterma- 
rizburg and Eshowe repeaters. This has now been extended to HF on the 80 
meter band at 3,655 Mhz and this is a full interactive link. 


The following is a program of most of the events: 


Monday 19:30, Morse interest group: hosted by Tubby, ZS5TUB, it includes ev- 
eryting about cw and procedure; Tuesday 19:30, Ladies net: hosted by Heather, 
ZS5MN, it includes a round up of all the local ladies and sometimes called the 
natter net, swopping of recipies, catering for the club functions, general natter. 
The local male lads enjoy listening in (you can too); Wednesday 19:30, Hamnet 
Bulletin: hosted by (Branch Chairman/Hamnet) Keith, ZS5SWFD; Kwa Zulu 
Natal hamnet Bulletin/First aid; Thursday 19:30, Technical evening: hosted 
by Tubby, ZS5TUB, Technical subjects; Friday 19:30, unofficial Hiway Club 
net:hosted by Tubby, ZS5TUB, anything goes; Saturday 19:30, Bruces Net (to 
be renamed ???):call in by Tubby ZS5TUB: hosted by Bruce, ZS5BR, real au- 
dio transmission of the latest ARRL newsline, Q-news and the RAIN bulletin; 
Sunday 18:30 Hiway Amateur Radio Club Bulletin, re-run; 19:00 Sunday night 
net hosted by Tubby, ZS5TUB. 


If there is a good response we will keep the HF channel active, so please call in. 


Please Note: This is a Hiway Club official net /bulletin so you will hear restricted 
licencees partaking in the conversations. 


WEST RAND BOOT SALE 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club will have a boot sale at their clubhouse in 
Kroton Ave, Weltevredenpark on Saturday 27 th October 2001. The gates will 
open at 12 noon and the vendors and public are requested to observe the starting 
time of 12 oclock which specifically targets those amateurs who normally work 
on Saturdays. Vendors are requested to co-operate in this matter by not arriving 
earlier than 12 oclock. For enquiries phone Bill van Zyl at 011 726-6807. 


PROPAGATION REPORT 
Ean Retief, ZS1PR reports as follows: 


Last Sunday, October 1, a reasonably tight mass of more heavy particles was ob- 
served approaching the earth. It was classified as a so called proton event. A M9 
solar flare occurred at 07:15 SAST and the earths magnetic field reached minor 
storm conditions by 11:00 SAST. The stormy conditions lasted till Wednesday. 
The magnetic field was still unsettled by Thursday evening and the noise level 
was fairly high during the 80 meter QSO party. 


Today a solar flare value of around 170 can be expected with a quiet to unsettled 
magnetic field. The maximum usable frequency should be higher than normal 
tonight. You may therefore try and see whether a higher band as the one that 
you normally use will not give better propagation. 


Tomorrow just after sunrise the MUFs should also be higher than normal. 


It is expected that the solar flux will be in the 160 to 170 region during the 
coming week with an increase to to 180 or even 190 by next Sunday. The 
earths magnetic field should mostly be unsettled but it may become active for 
Thursday the 11th. 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute 
news regarding Amateur Radio to sarlnuus@mweb.co.za with a copy to 
gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreciated if it is done in Afrikaans 
as well as English and send it as early in the week as possible. 


Also join us in the following activities: The President’s Net on Sundays 12:00 
on 7082 MHz; Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9,750 
and 21,560 MHz which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3,215 Hz. 


We thank all contributors, individuals, clubs and other organisations for contri- 
butions to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably relay the bulletins. This 
bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by..........from ..... 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL. 
This bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week. 


Goodbye to all. /EX 


